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* " Downtown Holley as it appeared prior to 1900. Note the open square, awnings on all the buildings,
and the horse-drawn vehicles. From an old postcard recently donated by Sandy Shaw.

The museum recently received a donation of photographs from Sandy Shaw, Holley Librarian who just
recently retired. Among the photographs were several postcards, newspaper articles, and a group of
individual class photos from the Holley classes of 1949, 1950, and 1951. President Mawn helped to
identify and label them, and I filed them with their respective classes. The museum has a file for every
Holley class from 1893 until now for which to file such items. If you happen to have old photos, news
articles, yearbooks, trophies, awards, or anything related to the school, I would encourage you to donate
them to the museum. In return, if you need information about a particular class, student, or teacher, stop
by the museum to see if we can be of help. As a museum and interpretive center, we are here to serve the
Holley and Murray residents and anyone else who would like to stop in.

Raymond Santoro
Newsletter Editor



BASKET RAFFLE

The Society now has tickets for our annual basket raffle for sale at the museum and from our members.
The Basket Raffle has become our largest annual fundraiser. For the past three years we have raffled off
baskets filled with cash, lottery tickets and gift cards. The tickets are $2 each or three for §5 and the raffle
will be held the week before Christmas on December 20 at the Public Library. If you have donations for
the baskets they would be very much appreciated.

Holley High's Class of 1910 Remembers Good Old Days

(The following article is reprinted from the Rochester D&C, 1969)

“It was hotter than the devil” that June night when the 16 members of the Holley Class of 1910 got
up to give their commencement addresses. Each graduate gave one in those days. “And everybody was
bored,” said Mrs. De Elte Smalley Carey of 7 Stonewood Park, Greece, as she recalled her commence-
ment with three of the eight surviving members of the class at the 59th reunion yesterday. Members of
the class of yesterday's reunion were: Mrs. Carey, Mrs. Jessie Baldwin Straight, Dr. McNaughton
Wilkinson, and C. Willard Burt. The 59th reunion, at Dr. Wilkinson's home, was Burt's idea. “Time is
passing,” Burt said. “I guess you could say that this is a preliminary for next year's 60th reunion.” Twelve
of the class and two of their teachers attended the 50th reunion in 1960.

“We were a very sober and sedate class with only four boys,” Burt said. He was valedictorian of the
class and is a retired principal of West High School in Rochester.

Mrs. Carey wasn't so sure the class was sedate. She remembered when Dr. Wilkinson “went around
at 10pm with Willard Burt to visit all the girls.”

The Holley High School of 1910 wasn't quite like the one today. “We didn't have the award-winning
bands then,” said Dr. Wilkinson, a retired obstetrician. “In fact we didn't even have a band. But we had
a baseball team with just nine members,” Dr. Wilkinson said. “If one was sick or injured, we usually just
had to play with eight.” Burt remembered when he was delegated as a substitute on the team and managed
to catch a fly ball.

The Holley classmates used to walk to the dances and football games, but they used the horse with
saddle or carriage for longer distances. “One weekend I went home with Willard,” Dr. Wilkinson said.
“We went and went and finally I asked him how far it was. He said 'just around the corner.' Well, it turned
out that corner was six or seven miles on the horse.”

All wasn't reminiscing at the reunion. The classmates traded stories about grandchildren and about
the signs of growing older. And the events of today were a topic of debate. Mrs. Straight and Dr.
Wilkinson weren't so sure about “the long hair and whiskers of the hippies.”

Space was important back then too. “Years ago,” Burt said, “I signed up for a trip to the moon for
$10,000 one way, but I haven't heard yet.”

“Do you remember Haley's Comet?” Dr. Wilkinson asked the group. “We might live to see it again,”
Burt said. '

“I guess we just lived the right kind of life when we were young,” Dr. Wilkinson, the class president
said, as he looked around at the group.

Other surviving members of the class are Mrs. Eva Butcher, of Holley; Mrs. Lila Bartlett, of Albion;
Dr. Velma Coye, of Brockport; and Mrs. Isabel Clark, in Florida.





















