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Town of Murray Board Meeting 

February 11, 2014 
 

Present: Supervisor John Morriss, Councilwoman Kathy Case, Councilmen 
Ed Bower, Lloyd Christ and Paul Hendel, Highway & Water Superintendent 
Ed Morgan, Town Clerk Cindy Oliver, Assessor Lynn Wood, Code 
Enforcement Officer Ron Vendetti, Joe Sidonio, Charlie Felice, Dave 
Piedmonte, Brian Gottman, Kim Gottman, Marge Applegate, Frank 
Gurzynski, Neil Valentine 
 
Pledge to the flag. 
 
Motion by Christ, Seconded by Case approving the January meeting minutes 
with a correction on pg. 4, under Highway & Water Superintendent to read: 
the Town of Gaines agreed to waive their 13₵ pass-through rate for us. Also 
When Ed asked the Town of Albion to waive their pass-through rate, they 
asked Ed for something in writing from the Town of Murray.  
Motion Carried 
 
Assessor:  Lynn reported that our total assessment is down from last year.  
Exemptions continue to come in at a steady rate.  Basic STAR registration 
period has now been extended to March 7th.  91% of basic STAR holders in 
the Town of Murray have registered.  Lynn informed the Board that the 
majority of the issues with the bond repayment charges for the water district 
extension have been resolved.   
 
Code Enforcement Officer:  Ron reported that the long overdue house 
demolition on Creed Road has been resolved.  George Berg and Richard 
Gaines are going to split and buy the property and tear it down.  Ron 
pointed out that the house burned down in April 2013 and it is now February 
2014 and it’s just being torn down.  He would like things put on a faster 
track than this. 
 
Ron issued two Certificates of Occupancies for the homes that began 
construction last year.   
 
The issue of accessory buildings without a primary structure was discussed.  
Ron has had inquiries regarding a commercial business along Ridge Road.  
Ron thinks the Board needs to consider looking at our zoning map, mainly 
certain intersections on Ridge Road.  Discussion regarding this.  Ron also 
spoke about a group interested in a mushroom growing operation in an RA 
area and they are approved by the Dept. of Agriculture as an agricultural 
operation.  These people went through the process and have all the 
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paperwork ready.  The request of Brian and Kim Gottman was discussed.  
Ron stated the Gottman’s need to be recognized as an agricultural business 
from the Dept. of Agriculture before an accessory building can be put up.  
Attorney Jeff Martin was asked to look at the Gottman’s situation.  He stated 
that a structure could be put up on the Gottman’s wooded property and sell 
firewood without any kind of requirement.  This part of the law is specific to 
timber processing.  Suggestion of setting up a work meeting to look at 
certain areas of our zoning ordinance to begin the process of making 
modifications where needed.  Work meeting is scheduled for February 20th at 
6:00 p.m.  
 
Privilege of the Floor: 
Marge Applegate, who is representing Care Net of Greater Orleans, a 
pregnancy and family center, gave information about the organization and 
the services they provide.  All of their funding is strictly from donations and 
fundraisers.  Care Net’s annual banquet and silent auction is being held on 
Friday, March 21st at Seymour College Union Ballroom at the College at 
Brockport.  The silent auction begins at 6:00 p.m. with dinner at 7:00 p.m.  
Ms. Applegate asked those that could to please attend. 
 
Brian and Kim Gottman explained what they are hoping to do with their 
Center Road property.  They can supply us with stamped architect drawings 
and plan on building a home on the property but they cannot tell us when 
because it all depends on when they sell their current home. 
 
Old Business: 
Discussion regarding the proposed light district.  Letters were sent to 51 
residents within the area informing them of the approximate cost.  We’ve 
received 28 replies.  Of those, 13 are in favor of moving forward and 15 are 
not.  Discussion was tabled until next month’s meeting and hopefully we will 
receive more responses by then. 
 
The building-use policy was discussed.  Motion by Hendel, Seconded by 
Bower adopting the following Building-Use Policy:  the building can be used 
during normal work hours by Town of Murray residents, employees or 
elected officials (town or countywide).  A representative of the organization 
will need to fill out a building-use form and have it approved by the 
Supervisor or Deputy Supervisor if it meets the criteria.  Motion Carried 
 
Cindy will have a form for the Board to review at next month’s meeting. 
 
New Business: 
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Motion by Bower, Seconded by Christ approving Water District No. 10, Ext. 1 
Pay Application No. 7 to Pilon Construction Co. in the amount of $83,374.35  
Motion Carried 
 
Motion by Christ, Seconded by Bower approving Water District No. 10, Ext. 1 
Change Order No. 2 Motion Carried 
 
Motion by Case, Seconded by Christ to make the following changes to the 
fee schedule: Facsimile: $0.25 per page, Certified Copies to read:
 $10.00 per page  Motion Carried 
 
Motion by Bower, Seconded by Case authorizing Supervisor Morriss to sign 
the 2014 Animal Control Contract Motion Carried 
 
Discussion regarding water rates.  Motion by Hendel, Seconded by Christ to 
raise residential, commercial, non-ag hydrant users and ag hydrant rates 
25₵/thousand beginning with the July 1st water bill Motion Carried 
 
Attorney: 
Jeff stated that the Combs property on Creek Road has taken a better part 
of a year for Mr. Combs to resolve the property issues but Jeff would have 
been reluctant to move forward on the town’s expense.  Although we waited 
a bit longer than we wanted to, the end result is that no expense had to 
come from the Town.   
 
Town Clerk: 
January receipts totaled $547.50 with $426.20 going into the general fund. 
 
The board was given a tax collection summary for all tax transactions posted 
in January.  $2,78il932,278.22 was collected for the month. 
 
Highway and Water Superintendent: 
Ed’s department budget is fine considering the bad winter we’ve had.  We 
are in good shape with salt where many other towns are having issues. 
 
Water meter replacements for freezing needs to be addressed at the March 
meeting. 
 
Councilman Hendel thanked the Highway Department for the great job 
they’ve done this winter.  
 
Public Comments: 
Joe Sidonio questioned the corrections that needed to be made to the tax 
bills in water district 10, ext. 1 and if the bond repayment charge increase 
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for next year. He was informed that the charge would increase next year but 
still has to stay under the amount that was originally approved.  We will put 
together some proposed figures so the people within that district will have 
an idea of what they will be paying. 
 
Motion by Christ, Seconded by Bower approving the supervisor’s financial 
report and that the following bills be approved and paid: Motion Carried 
 
General Fund Claims 23 - 56 $111,626.99
Highway Fund Claims 19 - 32 $40,298.28
Water District No. 1 Claim 3 $460.50
Water District No. 2 Claims 2 - 4 $9,672.94
Water District No. 3 Claims 3 - 4 $1,352.45
Water District No. 4 Claim 2 $828.91
Water District No. 5 Claim 2 $538.50
Water District No. 6 Claims 2 - 5 $2,706.42
Water District No. 7 Claims 2 - 3 $3,134.73
Water District No. 8 Claim 2 $1,975.95
Water District No. 9 Claim 2 $954.66
Water District No. 10 Claims 4 - 7 $510.65
Water District No. 11 Claims 2 - 7 $4,795.90
Water District No. 12 Claim 2 $491.88
Water District No. 13 Claims 2 - 3 $936.12
Water District No. 14 Claim 1 $651.58
Water District No. 15 Claims 1 - 3 $2,364.42
Water District No. 20 Claim 2 $1,222.68
 
Motion by Bower, Seconded by Christ that the meeting be adjourned 
Motion Carried 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
 


